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of a disciple, and regarding it as an honour to pour water on his hands
when he washed them.1 When he had by his retreat prepared himself
for the ministry of the altar, he returned to the city, and having passed
through the inferior degrees of ecclesiastical orders, was ordained deacon
about the year 319. St Alexander was so much taken with his prudence,
virtue, and learning that he desired to have him always with him, and
governed his flock by his advice. He stood much in need of such a second
in defending his church against the calumnies and intrigues of the
schismatics and heretics. The holy patriarch St Peter had, at the inter-
cession of the martyrs and confessors, idispensed with the rigour of the
canons in behalf of certain persons who, through frailty, had fallen into
idolatry during their persecution, and upon their repentance had received
them again to communion. Meletius, Bishop of Lycos in Thebais, un-
justly took offence at this lenity, and on that pretence formed a schism
over all Egypt against St Peter and his successors. Arius, a Lybian by
birth, and a deacon, who for seditious practices was expelled the church
by his bishop, St Peter, fell in with Meletius. St Peter was so well
acquainted with his turbulent spirit that no entreaties could move him,
even when he was going to martyrdom, to receive him into the communion
of the church. However, his successor, Achillas, upon his submission
and repentance, not only admitted him into his communion but also
ordained him priest, and intrusted him with the church of Baucalis, one
of the parishes of the city. Achillas was succeeded by St Alexander,
whose promotion Arius resented as an injury done to himself, being in
his own opinion the more worthy; and some time after impudently and
blasphemously asserted that Christ was not God, but a mere creature,
though formed before all other created beings (but not from eternity),
and of a nature superior in perfection to all other creatures. St Alexander
long endeavoured by mildness to reclaim the heresiarch, but was com-
pelled by his obstinacy to cut him off from the communion of the church,
in a synod of all the bishops under his jurisdiction held at Alexandria.
Arius fled first into Palestine, and thence to Nicomedia, where he had
already gained by letters the confidence of Eusebius, the crafty bishop of
that city. In 319 St Alexander sent an account of his proceedings against
Arius in a circular letter directed to all the bishops of the church, signed
by St Athanasius and many others. In 325 he took the holy deacon with
him to the Council of Nice, who there greatly distinguished himself by
the extraordinary zeal and learning with which he encountered not only
Arius but also Eusebius of Nicomedia, Theognis, and Maris, the principal
protectors of that heresiarch; and he had a great share in the disputations
and decisions of that venerable assembly, as Theodorct, Sozomen, and
St Gregory Nazianzen testify.

1 Athan. Vlt. p. 794.